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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION  MEMORANDUM  #2 


The  National  Broadcasting  Company  has  offered  and  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  has  accepted  an  invitation  to  participate  in  a  National  Farm 
and  Home  Hour  radio  program  beginning  Monday,  July  8,  1923. 

This  program  supersedes  the  fifteen  minute  network  program  which  the 
Department  has  carried  on  through  the  middlewestern .  southwestern  and  south- 
eastern groups  of  radio  stations  associated  with  the  National  Broadcasting 
Company.  The  difference  between  the  old  network  program  and  the  new  one  is 
not  in  the  amount  of  time  allotted  to  the  Department  but  in  the  organization 
of  the  period.  Briefly,  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  is  supplying 
thirty  minutes  of  information  and  entertainment  from  Washington  and  Chicago 
to  build  around  the  Department  of  Agriculture  fifteen  minutes  each  day. 
Besides  this  the  company  is  adding  the  sixth  day  each  week  to  the  schedule 
for  the  use  of  the  Department,  the  Land  Grant  Colleges  and  National  Farm 
organizations . 

In  outline  form  here  is  the  new  set-up  as  far  as  it  concerns  the  Dep- 
partment : 

1.  The  program  will  be  known  as  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. 

2.  The  program  will  start  Monday,  July  8,  1929  and  will  be  broad- 
cast Monday  to  Saturday,  inclusive,  12:30  to  1:15  p.  m. ,  Central 
Standard  Time,  until  Monday,  September  30.  On  the  latter  date 
the  permanent  schedule  of  12  noon  to  12:45  p.  m.  ,  Central  Standard 
Time,  will  begin. 

3.  The  program  schedule,  Monday  to  Friday  inclusive  will  be  as 
follows: 

12:30  to  12:35  -  Opening  announcement  and  music  from  Chi- 
cago . 

12:35  to  12:45  -  Department  of  Agriculture  farm,  garden 
or  household  calendar  and  daily  weather 
review,  by  members  of  the  Department 
staff;  and  a  brief  review  of  agricultural 
news  of  the  day  by  David  Lawrence  or  a 
representative  from  the  staff  of  the 
United  States  Daily.  (We  recommended 
that  the  NBC  use  Mr.  Lawrence  for  this 
work  because  he  can  deal  with  agricultural 
news  from  all  sources  in  the  government). 
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12:45  to  1:00  -  Music  and  entertainment  by  National  Broad- 
casting staff  orchestra  and  specialty  art- 
ists from  Chicago. 

1:00  to  1:10    -    Talks  by  Department  of  Agriculture  speakers 

from  Washington. 

1:10  to  1:15    -    Musical  signature  and  closing  announcement 

from  Chicago. 

The  following  schedule  will  prevail  starting  September  30,  1929: 

12:00  to  12:05  -  Chicago 

12:05  to  12:15  -  Washington 

12:15  to  12:30  -  Chicago 

12:30  to  12:40  -  Washington 

12:40  to  12:45  -  Chicago 

4.  The  Saturday  schedule  will  be  as  follows: 

First  Saturday  in  each  month,  boys  and  girls  4-H  Club  program  di- 
rected by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  broad- 
cast from  Washington. 

Second  Saturday,  program  by  the  Land  Grant  College  Association  ar- 
ranged by  the  Radio  Committee  of  the  Association  with  the  NBC,  and 
broadcast  from  NBC  key  studios  in  Chicago,  Washington,  and  New 
York. 

Third  Saturday,  National  Grange  program  arranged  directly  between 
the  National  Grange  Office  and  the  NBC  and  broadcast  from  Washing- 
ton. 

Fourth  Saturday.  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation  program  arranged 
directly  between  the  Farm  Bureau  Federation  Office  and  the  NBC 
and  broadcast  from  Chicago. 

In  months  with  five  Saturdays  the  programs  of  the  fifth  Saturday 
are  to  be  arranged  with  other  farm  organizations. 

5.  The  network  as  tentatively  outlined  includes  the  following  radio 
stations : 

WJZ,  New  York;  WBZA,  Boston;  WBZ,  Springfield;  WRC,  Washington; 
WHAM,  Rochester;  KDKA.  Pittsburgh;  WWJ,  Detroit;  WLW,  Cincinnati; 
KYW,  Chicago;  KWK,  St.  Louis;  WDAF.  Kansas  City;  KSTP,  St.  Paul- 
Minneapolis;  WTMJ,  Milwaukee;  WEBC,  Duluth-Superior;  WRVA,  Rich- 
mond; WBT.  Charlotte;  WJAX,  Jacksonville;  WPTF,  Raleigh;  WHAS, 
Louisville;  WSM,  Nashville;  WMC.  Memphis;  WSB,  Atlanta;  KV00, 
Tulsa;  WKY,  Oklahoma  City;  WFAA,  Dallas;  KPRC,  Houston;  W0AI,  San 
Antonio;  WHO,  Des  Moines;  W0C,  Davenport;  WOW,  Omaha;  K0A,  Denver. 


The  organization  of  the  Department  periods  will  roughly  be  as  fol- 
lows: 

12:40  to  12:45  -  This  period  will  be  handled  by  a  group  of 
three  voices,  one  to  give  on  Monday,  Wed- 
nesday and  "Friday  what  might  be  termed  a 
page  from  the  Farm  Almanac  consisting  of 
announcement  of  Department  publications, 
of  results  of  research,  and  of  recommended 
farm  practices,  all  put  in  an  informal  but 
not  undignified  style;  one  on  Tuesday  to 
talk  with  vegetable  and  flower  gardeners, 
and  one  on  Friday  to  talk  with  housewives. 
These  brief  chats  will  include  a  one  or  two 
minute  reading  of  the  weather  map  of  the 
territory  covered  in  the  broadcast.  This 
will  not  be  a  forecast,  simply  a  clear  but 
brief  statement  of  prevailing  weather  con- 
ditions through  the  territory  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains. 

1:00  to  1:10  -  This  part  of  the  Department  program  will 
include  on  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  an 
economics  talk  and  a  production  talk  for 
farmers  by  members  of  the  Department.  On 
Tuesday  and  Thursday  we  desire  to  organize 
this  ten  minute  period  for  a  special  fea- 
ture which  might  be  entitled  "What  the  De- 
partment is  Doing."  This  feature  will  be 
drawn,  in  the  first  months  at  least,  from 
the  bureaus  of  the  Department  whose  work 
most  directly  affects  the  general  public 
—  such  Bureaus  as  Public  Roads;  Food, Drug 
&  Insecticide  Administration;  Forest  Serv- 
ice; Bureau  of  Chemistry,  etc. 

This  arrangement  of  the  15  minutes  normally  allotted  to  the  De- 
partment may  be  changed  whenever  the  occasion  arises.  Likewise, 
the  Department  may  use  more  than  15  minutes  of  the  total  45  min- 
utes in  the  program  if  it  has  particularly  important  facts  to  get 
out  to  the  radio  audience.  Or  the  Department  may  cede  its  time 
on  any  one  day  or  on  several  consecutive  days  to  the  Federal  Farm 
Board.    The  arrangement  is  extremely  flexible. 

I  am  transmitting  along  with  this,  letters  to  each  chief  of  bureau 
or  office,  explaining  in  detail  the  cooperation  which  this  office 
solicits  from  each  bureau  or  office  in  conducting  the  revised 
program. 

Mr.  Salisbury,  the  Chief  of  Radio  Service,  who  will  be  in  charge 
of  this  program  as  he  has  been  of  the  past  network  program,  will 
be  glad  to  answer  any  questions. 


« 
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May  I  say  that  the  new  arrangement  of  handling  the  network  broadcasts  seems 
»  to  me  to  be  most  fortunate  from  our  standpoint.     The  National  Broadcasting 

Company  has  appropriated  $1,000  a  week  to  provide  the  entertainment  features 
for  the  joint  programs.  With  the  charges  for  telephone  lines  and  for  per- 
sonnel working  on  the  program,  the  cost  to  the  Company  will  exceed  a  quarter 
million  dollars  a  year.  The  Department  cost,  of  course,  is  as  usual  limited 
to  the  expense  for  time  of  members  of  the  Department  who  work  on  the  pro- 
grams . 

With  this  new  and  firm  basis  for  building  a  National  Agricultural  Radio 
program  I  look  forward  to  having  even  more  enthusiastic  cooperation  of  the 
bureaus  and  offices  of  the  Department  with  the  Department  Radio  Service 
than  in  the  past. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


Milton  S.  Eisenhower, 
Director  of  Information. 


Enclosure . 


